The serious consequences to the fishing resources, resulting from obstructions which prevent the free passage of salmon and other fish, have been amply demonstrated. This subject is one so vital in its bearing upon power development and yet one so frequently passed over, that it is desirable to submit the subject to special discussion; in fact, the whole question of the effect of obstructions upon the fishing industry and the efficacy of fishways as a means of overcoming the menace of such obstructions, requires thorough investigation.
Practically all of the Pacific Coast streams of British Columbia and their tributaries are annually frequented by vast numbers of Pacific salmon, consequently the salmon fishing industry is one of the most important interests to be safeguarded in the carrying out of works which will materially affect the inland waterways.
As indicating the importance of this industry, it may be cited that in the big salmon year of 1909, canned salmon products to the value of $7,750,000 were marketed. For the fiscal year ending March 31, 1914 , which includes the 'big year' run of 1913, the marketed product was valued at $10,243,670, while the total value of all fish marketed was $13,891,398, or 1897, 1901, 1905, 1909 and 1913, and, in 
